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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable GARY
C. PETERS, a Senator from the State of
Michigan.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, who directs the move-
ments of the stars, we look to You for
help to sustain us during life’s chal-
lenging season. Lord, we rejoice be-
cause repeatedly in our history You
have saved us from trouble. You have
sent angels to guard and defend us. We
continue to remember the many times
You have blessed us beyond what we
deserve.

Today, guide our lawmakers. Fill
them with reverential awe as they re-
member that those who trust You will
lack no good thing. Though they may
face many troubles, You will continue
to rescue them. Thank You for never
forsaking us.

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge

of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, September 30, 2021.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable GARY C. PETERS, a
Senator from the State of Michigan, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.
Mr. PETERS thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

————————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

EXTENDING GOVERNMENT FUND-
ING AND DELIVERING EMER-
GENCY ASSISTANCE ACT

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to the consider-
ation of H.R. 5305, which the clerk will
report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 5305) making continuing appro-
priations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2022, and for providing emergency
assistance, and for other purposes.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
ROSEN). The Republican leader is rec-
ognized.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
today the Senate will consider and pass
a government funding bill and do our
part to avoid a shutdown.

The continuing resolution contains a
number of key items that Republicans
called for. That includes supplemental
funds to help resettle vetted Afghan
refugees and hurricane recovery aid for
Louisiana.

It is seriously disappointing that the
Democratic side would not let us in-
clude funding for Israel’s Iron Dome in
the base text. It honestly baffles me
that defensive aid to our ally Israel has
become a thorny subject for the polit-
ical left.

But, overall, this is encouraging
progress. The Democratic majority has
begun to realize that the way forward
on basic governing duties matches the
roadmap that Republicans have been
laying out for months. On government
funding, what Republicans laid out all
along was a clean continuing resolu-
tion without the poison pill of a debt
limit increase. That is exactly what we
will pass today. Earlier this week, the
Democratic leader tried to muscle
through something different through a
partisan jam, but it failed. Now the
government will be funded as we laid
out. That is step 1.

Next will come step 2: the debt ceil-
ing. And we have clearly laid out the
way forward there as well. As I have
explained since last July—last July—
Democrats need to begin the fast-track
process for handling this issue through
reconciliation. Clumsy attempts at
partisan jams by the majority will not
change that reality. It didn’t work on
government funding, and it won’t work
on the debt limit. They will just be
wasting valuable time.

I think this reality is hopefully start-
ing to dawn on our colleagues. Multiple
leading House Democrats acknowl-
edged just this week that their unified
Democratic government is fully capa-
ble—fully capable—of fast-tracking a
debt limit increase on their own. Non-
partisan experts have confirmed that
they have plenty of time to get this
done before late October.

At the same time that the Senate
Democratic leader says, incorrectly,
that he doesn’t have enough time, he
has spent weeks of the Senate’s time
processing midlevel nominations.
Today, the majority is spending mul-
tiple hours to confirm a Bureau of
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